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The book "Al-Mugtabas min Anbaa Ahl Al-Andalus' by
Ibn Hayyan Al-Qurtubi

A source for studying the plans of Andalusia
(Cordoba as a model)

AbdulRahman Ayed Al-Mufadly
Department of History
College of Social Sciences - Umm Al-Qura University
aamufdila@uqgqu.edu.sa

Abstract

This research focuses on extracting the geographical and planning information found in the book "Al-
Mugtabas" by Abu Marwan ibn Hayyan al-Qurtubi (377-469 AH) and organizing it according to the
urban planning of Cordoba.

While lbn Hayyan's book primarily emphasizes the political history of Andalusia, it also provides
essential geographical and planning details that are crucial for understanding Andalusia in general
and Cordoba specifically.

The study traces the urban plans of Cordoba, including its boundaries, territories, streets, and
pathways. It highlights prominent landmarks such as mosques, palaces, markets, houses, and parks.
This is accomplished using a descriptive methodology based on the geographical and planning
information provided by Ibn Hayyan. The research also assesses Ibn Hayyan's approach to planning
writing, focusing on how he presents geographical and planning details. This approach enhances our
understanding of the urban and architectural organization of Cordoba during the Islamic era.
Keywords: Urban writing, lbn Hayyan al-Qurtubi, Al-Mugtabas min Anba' Ahl al-Andalus,
descriptive geography.
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